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George's County Councilman Will Campos. It's a pleasure to have you
all here.

For the sake of time, I'm going to be brief and just echo the comments
that my colleagues the good Mayors have said. Very, very quickly
though, I happen to represent the area where two of the stations could
potentially be going in the Langley Park region and immediately adjacent
to Tacoma Park and Montgomery County.

So if you need evidence, I'll be more than happy to show you why it is
that a Purple Line is much needed. I can show you that starting at 6:30
in the morning every day coming outside my District near the Beltway
going toward Montgomery County.

As soon as you get past the 95 split from New Hampshire Avenue all the
way down past Georgia Avenue, I can show you exactly why it is that
both Montgomery County and Prince George's County, and the DC
Metro region for that matter, could benefit from a Purple Line.

And if you still need further evidence, I will show you once again starting
at 2:00 coming from Wisconsin Avenue on down. It is very self-evident
that, may I say also that we are in favor of a Rail System, not the Purple
Bus.

So I know that's one of the things that are being proposed as well,
potentially. But we wanted to make sure that we have a nice subway
system serving our area.

But, like I said, it's self-evident we are very supportive and we appreciate
all the efforts that you are doing. And once again, just for the sake of
brevity, I just want to echo the comments of my colleagues on serving
the municipalities. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. I am George Leventhal, G-E-O-R-G-E, L-E-V-E-N-T-H-A-
L. Montgomery County Council Member-at-Large.

Increased convenience and improved quality of life. Reduced commute
times. Alternatives to the automobile. A way to get out of traffic. Access
to jobs, shopping, entertainment and education. Decrease greenhouse
gas omissions. Less dependance on imported petroleum. Closer links to
our great research university, the University of Maryland at College Park.
A direct connection between both branches of the Red Line, the green
line, the orange line, three MARC train lines and Amtrak. Protection,
enhancement and completion of the Capitol Crescent Trail. Transit
oriented economic development. Smart Growth and community
revitalization inside the beltway.

What other public investment now underway provides so many benefits
for the citizens of Montgomery and Prince George's counties? We need
the Purple Line now. We need to recognize the stiff competition we will
face from other parts of the county that are also seeking federal approval
for transit projects. We can't afford to take for granted that there will be a
Purple Line.

Despite the options under study and the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement, the real choice that confronts us is not between rail and bus
or between an at grade system versus an underground system. Because
the competition is so stiff, our choice is between cost effective light rail
and no transit improvement at all. We must unify Montgomery and
Prince George's counties, our congressional
18 delegation, our state senators -- and state delegates, county
executives and county counsels. We
must speak with a single voice and make it clear that we want the Purple
Line. Because if we don't, we will end up with nothing at all.

And what would that mean? With no transit improvement travel times
between Silver Spring and Bethesda will increase from the current 20
minutes to 35 minutes by 2030. Between Bethesda and College Park,
from the current 49 minutes to 81 minutes. Traffic congestion, air
pollution and greenhouse gas omissions will all get worse. However,
medium investment, light rail will make travel times considerably better
in 2030 than they are today. From Silver Spring to Bethesda, only 9
minutes. From Bethesda to College Park, only 34 minutes. With
concomitant improvements in energy use and greenhouse gas
reduction.

I want to thank governor Martin O'Malley, Secretary of Transportation
John Porcari, Maryland Transit Administrator Paul Weidefeld, project
manager Mike Madden and all the staff who have worked so hard to get
us this close to realizing this vision.

Mike Madden and his team have held hundreds of community meetings
and listened carefully to concerns over alignments, design elements,
buffering, landscaping, noise, placement of the trail and many other
issues. The DEIS is much better as a result of all the input they have
received and the state's preferred final alternative will be even better as
a result of the testimony they are hearing this month. Legitimate
concerns of neighborhoods and trail users are being addressed.

Even as we respond to these important but relatively narrow issues, we
must keep the big picture in mind. We can not allow valid concerns over
details that can be relatively easily addressed to convey a message that
we don't actually support the vision that the Purple Line represents.

A vision of improved mobility, a cleaner environment, invigorated



walkable communities and a beautiful, safe hiker/biker trail. We must not
permit a cacophony of disparate voices to suggest that our region
doesn't really know what it wants.

We may not have unanimity of opinion, in public policy unanimity is very
rare. But I believe there is a clear, strong, and growing consensus in
Montgomery County behind light rail on the Master Plan Alignment.
Based upon the input I have received throughout my years in community
activism and elected office, I believe that my constituents
overwhelmingly want the Purple Line. They want it to be light rail.
Because they perceive that as a higher quality commuting experience
than bus transit.

With a new president taking office in January, Barack Obama committed
to federal investments and infrastructure to stimulate our lagging
economy, 2009 will be an extraordinarily opportune time to ask for what
we want and the stronger consensus we have around our preferred
option, the better our chances of winning federal funds.

If we ask for what we don't want, we might get it. And if we aren't clear
about w hat we are asking for, we might get nothing at all.
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actually be giving my formal testimony at the College Park hearing but I
do want to come out here and thank you for having the New Carrollton
hearing.

I think it's very important that you hear from the residents on this end of
the Purple Line. As you can see there are a lot of people here, there's a
lot of support and I hope that you will listen to them and listen to any
concerns and that we're working with the community as this project
moves forward.

I do think the project should move forward. It's a very important one. But
I will be giving my formal testimony at the College Park hearing. But
thank you for being here.
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Eric Olson 
Prince George’s County Council Member 

Purple Line Testimony 
November 19, 2008

Good evening.  My name is Eric Olson, and I represent District 3 on the Prince George’s 

County Council.  The proposed Purple Line would run through the Third District from 

New Carrollton, through the Riverdale area and College Park. I am grateful for the work 

that has been done thus far, and I appreciate you holding two hearings in Prince George’s 

County, in New Carrollton and now tonight in College Park.  I look forward to 

continuing to work with the Maryland Transit Administration on this much-needed 

project to make it a reality sooner rather than later. 

First, I want to emphasize that this project should be a light rail transit system, not a bus 

system.  Light rail has proven to be a solid, long-term investment.  It is more predictable, 

more efficient, and gains more ridership.  Cities and suburbs across the nation from 

Denver to Dallas, Houston to Minneapolis, Salt Lake City to San Diego and Portland, 

have invested in light rail in recent years and have found that ridership has flocked to ride 

these light rail systems far outpacing their projections.  Light rail trains accommodate 

more ridership than buses, and can easily add more light rail cars as ridership grows.  The 

Washington region, which is expected to grow by 1.6 million people over the next 25 

years, needs a high quality light rail system that is designed for the future. 

The Purple Line is needed now to take cars off the road, to protect our environment, 

combat climate change, and to help spur economic revitalization in our core commercial 

areas and employment centers of our established communities in Prince George’s and 

Montgomery Counties.  In Prince George’s alone, the Purple Line would connect the 

University of Maryland with its 50,000 daily commuters, the M Square Research Park 

with its thousands of jobs, some that are already here but many more jobs coming soon – 

including the FDA, USDA, NOAA and CASL as well as private technology jobs.  In 

addition, the area around the New Carrollton Metro is expected to become an 



employment center with many thousands more jobs, in addition to the IRS that is 

currently there now.

In the College Park area alone, the Purple Line is projected to take 7,000 cars off the 

road, and overall, it is expected to take 20,000 cars off the road.  With games and special 

events at the University of Maryland, I believe we will see significant numbers of these 

campus visitors using light rail as well. 

Prince George’s County is home to a significant slice of the regional workforce, yet our 

transportation system both within the county and to the region’s jobs is largely based on 

the road system.  We need to connect transit across the suburbs in an East-West manner.  

We need to also make the most of our Metro system, to make it easier to connect to the 

spokes of the Orange Line, Green Line and both ends of the Red line.

Alignment and specifics

I want to address some of the specifics about the Purple Line’s alignment and other 

considerations through District 3, starting at the New Carrollton Metro.

New Carrollton area: Whatever connection is made at the New Carrollton Metro 

station, it must be done in a way that is convenient for passengers transferring from light 

rail to Metro or AMTRAK.  It also must be made in a way that anticipates the Purple 

Line’s extension across the Metro and CSX tracks and makes it as easy as possible to 

extend the Purple Line on to destinations like FedEx Field, Capital Centre Boulevard, the 

Blue Line in Largo, the Community College and points beyond.  The Prince George’s 

County Council has taken a position supporting such a longer-term vision for the Purple 

Line.

Hansen Oaks/Ardwick Ardmore/West Lanham Hills: My understanding is that Purple 

Line planners are looking more favorably at Ellin Road rather than Harkins Road as the 

approach to the New Carrollton station.  In either alignment, but particularly Ellin Road, I 

want to emphasize the need to work closely with the residential communities of West 



Lanham Hills, Hansen Oaks and Ardwick-Ardmore to ensure that there are no adverse 

impacts and that these neighborhoods are involved in the decisions as the Purple Line 

travels adjacent to them.  I am confident that we can all work together to ensure that there 

is no reduction in the quality of life in these neighborhoods with the arrival of the Purple 

Line.

Proposed Stop at Annapolis Road and Veterans Parkway: This is a good location for 

a Purple Line stop. 

Glenridge: The Glenridge Park and Planning Maintenance Facility is slated as a rail yard 

for the Purple Line.  MTA must work closely with the surrounding neighborhoods to 

mitigate any potential visual or noise impacts on the adjacent community.  The 

neighborhoods that should be collaborated with should include, but are not limited to: 

Glenridge, Roswil HOA, Beacon Heights, Woodlawn, and West Lanham Estates.  Again, 

my office can help to coordinate.

Proposed Stop at Riverdale Road and Veterans Parkway: With significant numbers 

of people living within a quarter mile of this site along Riverdale Road, this is a good site 

for a Purple Line stop. 

Baltimore-Washington Parkway and Riverdale Road: This area of the alignment is 

tight, and currently, it is also a dangerous section for cars and pedestrians.  Improvements 

for traffic flow and pedestrians are needed, and the Purple Line must be threaded through 

here carefully.  The bridges for the B-W Parkway will likely need widening.  This section 

must be made safe for light rail, pedestrians and cars. 

Kenilworth Avenue/Riverdale Road intersection and proposed stop: This intersection 

is a difficult area for the Purple Line to traverse.  I encourage a high investment option in 

order to mitigate the effect on traffic, including consideration of an aerial, grade-

separated crossing.  This area would also make an excellent site for a transit center and 



Purple Line stop.  It has a high number of pedestrians and could spur redevelopment at 

the Riverdale Shopping Center. 

M Square Proposed Stop: With thousands of jobs coming to M Square, this must be a 

stop for the Purple Line. 

College Park Metro Station: I commend the MTA staff for working closely with 

WMATA, the County’s DPW&T staff, and Manekin, LLC to work through the 

complexities of a Purple Line alignment through this site.  I believe there is consensus 

among these stakeholders to achieve a convenient connection between the Purple Line 

and the Metro station while not damaging the Transit Oriented Development slated for 

the area. 

Paint Branch Parkway: This road is currently a speedway and with the coming of the 

Purple Line, investments must be made to make this a safer road, reduce speeds, and 

make it a safe environment for pedestrians.  MTA is working with the County DPW&T 

to ensure that light rail can share the road with cars on this stretch of Paint Branch 

Parkway.  We must ensure that this can be done safely – there is more work to be done to 

make this stretch of road as safe as possible for pedestrians, light rail, cars and trucks. 

University of Maryland, East Campus: MTA has worked closely with the University 

and Foulger-Pratt developers to design an alignment and a light rail stop that will serve 

both the proposed development and the Purple Line well. 

University of Maryland Campus: Campus Drive is at the heart of the University and is 

the alignment that would best serve students, faculty, visitors and sports fans.  

Investments in Campus Drive to create a safe, plaza-like Purple Line alignment that serve 

pedestrians well are also needed.  A stop in the vicinity of the Stamp Student Union is a 

good location. 



University of Maryland, West Campus: Another stop on the western side of campus to 

serve the campus growth there as well as University College would be another good 

location.

General Observations

Working collaboratively with the community: I encourage MTA to work closely with 

the community and my office through every step of the process that remains, from 

planning and engineering, to updates through construction, to ensure that neighborhoods 

are listened to.  This is a project that should serve the larger community and the specific 

neighborhoods along its alignment. 

Noise abatement: While light rail does not have the noise impacts of heavy rail like 

Metro, we need to work closely with neighborhoods to abate noise along turns, at the 

light rail yard, or anywhere along its route. 

Light rail: This should be a light rail system, not Bus Rapid Transit. 

Medium-High investment: For the long-term ridership benefits and the stability and 

efficiency of the system, we should aim for the Medium-High investment option so that it 

will be the most successful and lasting transit system we can hand off to our children and 

grandchildren.

Starting in Prince George’s: Finally, I believe that we should begin this project in 

Prince George’s County.  A first phase could open between any number of locations in 

the County. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify and for the collaboration of the MTA team in 

recent years.  Mr. Madden and his team have always been more than willing to meet with 

me and with community groups at any time.  I stand ready to work with you to make this 

important project a reality. 
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The county council strongly supports the purple line. We have on many
occasions made that clear.I represent District 3 on the county council.
The proposed purple line would run through the 3rd district from New
Carrollton through the Riverdale area in College Park.

I'm grateful for the work that has been done by the MTA and appreciate
you holding the two hearings in Prince George's County.

First I want to emphasize that this project should be a light rail transit
system, not a bus system. Light rail has proven to be a solid, long term
investment. It is more predictable, more efficient, and it gains more
ridership.

Cities and suburbs across the nation from Denver to Dallas, Houston to
Minneapolis, Salt Lake City to San Diego and Portland have invested in
light rail in recent years and found that ridership has greatly exceeded
their projections.

Light rail trains accommodate more ridership, they can easily add more
light rail cars as ridership grows. Our metropolitan region is expected to
grow by 1.6 million people over the next 25 years and we need a high
quality light rail system designed for the future.

I'm not going to get into all the benefits, I think you know a lot of those
things about taking cars off the road, protecting our environment and the
jobs that are here at our employment centers, M2, University of
Maryland and New Carrollton that are here and are expected to come,
thousands and thousands of jobs that people will need to get to.

Connecting the spokes of the metro system are very important. I want to
address a few alignments in specifics in District 3 starting with New
Carrollton Metro and working my way west.

In the New Carrollton area, whatever connection is made at the New
Carrollton Metro station, it must be done in a way that's convenient for
passengers transferring from light rail to metro or Amtrak. It also must be
made in a way that anticipates the purple line's extension across the
metro and CSX tracks and makes it as easy as possible to extend the
purple line onto destinations like Fedex field, Capital Center Boulevard,
the blue line in Largo, community college, and points beyond.

The Prince George's County Council has taken a position supporting
such a longer term vision for the purple line.

I want to mention several neighborhoods. The Hanson Oaks
neighborhood, the Ardwick Armore neighborhood and West Lanham
Hills neighborhood.

My understanding is that the purple line planners are looking more
favorably at Ellen Road rather than Harkins Road as the approach to the
New Carrollton Station.

In either alignment, but particularly Ellen Road, I want to emphasize the
need to work closely with the residential communities of West Lanham
Hills, Hanson Oaks and Ardwick Armore to ensure that there are no
adverse impacts and that these neighborhoods are involved in the
decisions as the purple line travels adjacent to them.



I am confident that we can all work together to ensure that there is no
reduction in the quality of life in these neighborhoods with the arrival of
the purple line.

Your proposed locations in District 3 for Metro, or for purple line stops I
think are good, including the Annapolis Road/Veterans Parkway
intersection.

I want to mention the Glen Ridge Park and Planning maintenance facility
slated as a rail yard for the purple line, MTA needs to work closely with
the surrounding neighborhoods to mitigate any potential visual or noise
impacts on the adjacent community.

Those neighborhoods should include but are not limited to Glen Ridge,
Roswell Homeowners Association, Beacon Heights, Woodlawn and
West Lanham Estates.

The proposed stop at Riverdale Road and Veterans Parkway makes a
lot of sense with thousands of people living along Riverdale Road in the
area.

In the area of Riverdale Road and the BW Parkway, this area of
alignment is tight and it is currently a dangerous section for cars and
pedestrians. The purple line needs to go through there very carefully and
this section of the area needs to be made much safer for light rail,
pedestrians and cars.

Kenilworth Avenue, Riverdale Road intersection is a difficult one. We
need to make sure that we're having a high investment option there
including considering an aerial grade separated crossing. It's a good
place also for a transit stop.

You have worked very closely at the Metro station at College Park to
make that work. Paint Branch Parkway is another road that needs
attention for pedestrians and cars and light rail.

East campus, you've worked very closely with the developers there.
That's a good thing. I would say that Campus Drive is the heart of the
University and that alignment makes sense.

I guess in closing, and I have written comments, I can see my time is
closing here. I just want to emphasize working collaboratively with the
community. My office continues to work closely with MTA on that.

I want to make sure that this project serves the larger community and
the specific neighborhoods along this alignment, that we work on the
noise abatement and that we work toward a medium high investment.

Finally I would just say that I hope that we can start this project in Prince
George's County and I want to thank you for the opportunity to testify.

The collaboration of the MTA team in recent years, Mr. Madden and his
team have always been more than willing to meet with me and the
community groups at any time and I stand ready to work with you to
make this important project a reality. Thank you very much.
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Submission Content/Notes : I'm here to convey the official position of the Town of Riverdale Park, not
just my own personal opinions.

The Town of Riverdale Park is strongly in favor of building the purple
line. We are in favor of supporting the high investment light rail transit
alternative as the locally preferred alternative with the following caveats.

We believe that the River Road station should be moved to the
intersection of River Road and River Tech Court. We also believe that
the Kenilworth Avenue, East/West Highway intersection should be
bridged with an aerial structure to separate transit and vehicular traffic.

Furthermore, the Kenilworth Avenue, East/West Highway station design
should be reimagined the area to create a super station transit plaza that
will improve pedestrian safety and access, provide for ample bus
transfers and foster economic redevelopment.

The high investment LRT alternative best meets the purposes and
needs of the project by most effectively supporting our local plans for
economic development, community revitalization and intermodal
connectivity.

We also believe that only the high investment LRT will reduce transit
travel time significantly and thereby attract automobile trips to transit and
improve traffic congestion throughout our region.

The town supports a River Road station located as shown on the high
investment LRT alternative. We have an existing pedestrian footpath
that emerges into that area and we believe the station should be
redesigned to have entrances at both River Road and River Tech Court.

We are concerned that the River Road station shown in the medium
investment LRT is located at Hague Drive and by the DEIS' own
estimate, if you get beyond a quarter mile, ridership is going to drop off
substantially and people aren't going to come.

Therefore, we would advocate the River Tech and River Road
intersection. Regarding Kenilworth Avenue and East/West Highway
station, the town supports a station located at the intersection of
Kenilworth Avenue and East/West Highway, but we have concerns
about the current alignment and designs shown in the DEIS.

The DEIS states that even with the high investment LRT alternative, the
alignment would transition from a tunnel to a surface alignment west of
Kenilworth Avenue, East/West Highway intersection.

There is too much traffic in this area already and to further, this would
add to further congestion. It is vital that the proposed alignment be
separated from the traffic at both Kenilworth and East/West Highway
interjection.

The aerial structure would likely displace some commercial businesses
around the proposed station in the southeast corner of the intersection.

The town has substantial environmental justice populations living in the
vicinity of the proposed station who are dependent on pedestrian access
to these commercial businesses.

While the project has the potential to positively impact these populations
by increasing transit access, we also expect that any displacements of
commercial businesses would be properly mitigated to protect
environmental justice populations.



It is important that an aerial structure be designed in a content-sensitive
manner to minimize visual, aesthetic and community cohesion impacts
to adjacent residential areas.

An aerial structure and elevated station create the potential for larger
redevelopment revitalization of the southeast corner of the intersection
and along Kenilworth Avenue.

The project planner should coordinate with the Kenilworth Avenue
Revitalization Corridor Steering Committee along with other
stakeholders on design of an aerial structure.

Regardless of the alternative selected, the proposed station location will
need much greater investment in pedestrian safety and street scape
redesign.

The transit dependent populations living nearby will largely access the
station on foot, the surrounding traffic volume and speed makes the
proposed location difficult and dangerous to access.

Entrances need to be redesigned as near to the Riverdale
Road/Kenilworth Avenue intersection as possible since many
pedestrians will access the station
from all directions.

Managing intermodal connections (inaudible) commercial uses and
pedestrian access will require significant design effort and stakeholder
coordination. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : I'm the Mayor of College Park and I welcome you to College Park. Thank
you very much for having this hearing. Thank you very much for being a
part of the process.

All I can say, well, I'm going to say a few more things than this. The City
of College Park fully endorses the purple line. In fact, we just wish that
this was the grand opening, not just a hearing.

I am proud to say that on several occasions we have been able to reach
a consensus with campus, first on an inner line alignment and
additionally in later years on not only the inner alignment but also a high
quality transit corridor and for it to connect with College Park.

So I'm very happy that tonight we do have that plan before us and we
are connecting it with the proposed East campus, we are connecting it
with our existing Metro station and connecting it with campus.

Campus generates a lot of traffic here and we believe that we can take a
lot of cars off the street and service a lot of people here in College Park
and outside College Park that come to College Park in both counties that
are involved.

I'd like to add something, and that is an official city position, as to some
personal notes. We'd like to call on that this should be light rail. Light rail
is the only way that we will realize a high quality corridor transit system,
and on top of that light rail is of the quality that will bring additional
quality in and around the area attracted to this.

We'd also like to point out that in Prince George's County, while there
are still some decisions to be made, we seem to really have less
controversy. So I would like to call upon Montgomery County and the
state and for whatever Prince George's County can do to solve the
issues and the barriers that are facing the alignment in Montgomery
County.

Quite frankly, this has so much social good, a golf course should not
stand in the way.

As to the campus alignment here in College Park, let me just say that
I've been a proponent of examining the various alternatives and finding
out what works best.

While I have seen that there are some comparisons between the
Prinkert and Campus Drive alignments, let me just say personally I have
not seen where the inherent value of the campus drive alignment and its
central location, its existing corridor, or transit corridor, and probably
most importantly all the foot traffic that is currently centered in that area
that this transit system would be able to capture immediately where it
already exists.

That inherent value is not outweighed by in my opinion the Prinkert Drive
option. So I do endorse the Campus Drive option. I do wait to hear more.
I believe campus will have some additional information on that.

Let me just say that since we in Prince George's County seem to have
our act together more on the purple line, I would also endorse the state
to put forward starting construction in New Carrollton and working west
rather than the opposite.

I believe that will allow for any resolve or problems that need to be
resolved in Montgomery County be resolved by the time we get there.
But again, we are looking forward to the purple line. We just wish it was



opening yesterday. Thank you very much.
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Mayor of the City of College Park
and it's great to hear all these comments about Montgomery County
officials wanting themselves and the residents to come to the campus
via the purple line.

My only wish would be that I wish I could have ridden it here today.

I want to reiterate the City of College Park's strong support for the purple
line. I believe the only attractive option that will get all kinds of people out
of their cars would be a light rail option. I also expect that the city will be
sending in within the comment period more detailed comments on
exactly which options we prefer.

But I'm also mainly here today to call on Montgomery County and the
state to resolve the controversies here in Montgomery County.

While in Prince Georges County we still have some decisions to be
made with respect to the alignment, I'm not aware of anyone or any
group of people opposing the purple line in Prince Georges County.

This project has way too much social and environmental good for a golf
course to get in the way. If it can't be resolved, let me just suggest, or
even if it can be resolved, we are fine with having the construction start
in New Carrollton.

By the time we get to the Montgomery County line, hopefully all the
controversies will be solved.

Lastly, let me thank the Governor and the Secretary and the MTA for all
the great work. But in particular, Mr. Madden and his team.

I thought it was a sports game, but Madden's team has done great work
and I expect that it will continue. So Mr. Madden, thank you very much. I
appreciate the opportunity to comment.
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I'm here tonight to firmly state that the City of Greenbelt right from the
very beginning has always supported the purple line. Especially now in
its present configuration.

Basically it makes logical sense. It should have been built long ago as
an east/west connection that eliminates going all the way into DC and
then all the way back out again to get to some of the areas in
Montgomery County.

So for environmental reasons, economic reasons, it should have been
built. Especially for those folks who cannot afford a car and need mass
transit.

I can't imagine how long they sit on a bus now or the long trip down
through the Metro trying to get to their jobs.

It also is an excellent avenue for our disabled and for anyone who
chooses to decrease our carbon footprint by using mass transit.

Now, I know that one of the things that we have discussed as a city
council and it has already been said now three times, so let me make it
four times.

Start from New Carrollton. I know that the area around here, the four
cities and so on, we don't have the millions and millions of dollars that
obviously one city or one area can do to fight this.

So while they spend all that money and raise the economy over there,
we'll simply say save money, start from New Carrollton and we'll
certainly use it while they're still fighting over it.

Also the City of Greenbelt would support whatever College Park feels is
a correct alignmen through the campus of University of Maryland.

On a personal note, I myself would prefer light rail. I have been on may
city's light rail systems and they are just absolutely tremendous and
certainly quicker, cleaner and faster than perhaps just even the bus
rapid transit.

So what I finally would like to say is accelerate the process. We
unfortunately put a lot of money and a lot of time into another major road
project that probably will not do as much as the purple line will do.

We now need to make sure that the purple line has the funds and the
planning and the construction. Do it now, please. We have waited long
enough. Thank you.
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I am here to give my full support for this project, particularly for the light
rail transit option, the high end option for this project to continue.

I did speak yesterday in Chevy Chase, but today I'm just going to
address a little bit more about the aspects of it that are important to
Prince George's County residents in particular.

Although we do see that there are other projects going on that will
connect the east and west, particularly the ICC, that will not meet the
needs of a majority of people who still will need to be transported back
and forth between this area and the Bethesda area.

There are many people for many different reasons who still need public
transportation who do not drive cars. That can be anything from
someone who is disabled, someone who has a medical condition, to
people who simply cannot afford to own a car.

Therefore, this is necessary for these residents to be able to go back
and forth, particularly since the medical center is being transferred to
Bethesda Naval Medical Center, away from Walter Reed, and there are
a lot of veterans who live in Prince George's County who will need to
take advantage of that situation.

I also want to make sure that we do not forget about our students at the
University of Maryland. As we all know, there is problems with housing
and there are many students who are commuting.

This will allow students and faculty who are commuting to be able to
reach the University of Maryland in a timely manner in a less stressful
manner, and will also help to improve quality of life issues for them.

But we do want to make sure that all of the residents of Prince George's
County have access to all of the opportunities that are available on the
western end as well, including the technology corridor that is connected
in Montgomery County.

Particularly of interest to myself as well is making sure that students who
might be interested in internships or entry level people who might be
interested in working in that area who might not have funds, as I said
before, for cars, will have access to be able to travel back and forth.

This is a quality of life issue, and the purple line would make the quality
of life a much stronger and for people who are residents of gorgeous
Prince George's County, we need to make sure that they have access to
all of the same things that are available to people who are in
Montgomery County to be able to work and if they want to, to play there
as well. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Katrina Dodro, K-A-T-R-I-N-A, D-O-D-R-O. And I am on the city council
in the city of New Carrollton. I am strongly in favor of option 8 of the
Purple Line or the high-investment light rail version of this project. Boy,
it's really hard to be the first one to go.

This project would allow for a great deal of positive impacts on the
citizens, I believe, of New Carrollton, of Prince George's County, and of
Montgomery County. There are numerous advantages for the vast
majority of the public. I know that, obviously, not everyone is going to
agree but I think that it will also dramatically assist improving the quality
of the life and quality of life issues for people of lower to middle incomes,
class incomes.

It would provide access to the technology corridor for numerous people
who might not have the transportation ability without public
transportation to work or to do internships or to even look into the
options of working for the higher-end companies and technology
companies which are available in Bethesda and in the Montgomery
County side.

It will also allow students and entry level professionals who might work in
this area but can't afford the cost of living in this part of the area to be
able to live in other areas and still be able to afford transportation. I think
that that is a strong issue that absolutely has to be addressed by this is
that it will allow access for all kinds of people of all kinds of economic
backgrounds to at least start to look for, for jobs and careers in other
areas than where they live.

Also, looking at retirees from the military. My parents are retired and are
retired from Andrews Air Force Base. And when I talked to them about
the Purple Line, they were very concerned about it and very much
wanting to see this line come in, due to the fact that all of the medical
services that they were getting at Walter Reed are now being moved to
the Bethesda Medical Center.

And my mother, in particular, was complaining about how difficult it is to
get to the Bethesda Medical Center, and even once you get parking how
far away that is from the center and the facilities that are needed, which
she said that doesn't make sense. Here, these people are 50, 60, 70 and
80 years old, need to get in here and it's made difficult.

So from that aspect, she went and started telling her friends about it and
they all started sending me e-mails saying that they wanted me to, to
say on behalf of them that they were doing this. I asked them to turn in
those comments and e-mails and letters to you so that you would have
those, but there's a great deal of them who are stationed from Andrews
Air Force Base and who still live in that immediate area who are looking
for an alternative way to be able to get there, to the Bethesda Medical
Center. So, that is another concern that did not originally register with
me until I spoke with my, my family about this.

Environmentally, the line would drastically reduce the number of people
who are on the beltway who are commuting from College Park and
University Park and Hyattsville and New Carrollton that are commuting
into this area where we are today. And I would like to have the ability for
people to do that. We want to lower our carbon footprint that we're
leaving behind here and we also want to be able to make it economically
viable by reducing gas and also reducing omissions.

Finally, I urge the Department of Transportation to start this project in
Prince George's County where there is a huge amount of support for this
project. Perhaps some other issues could be worked out in the



meantime. I, as I said, favor the high-investment option number 8 for this
project. The Purple Line really represents a higher quality of life. And it
represents opportunities for other people. And so I urge that we continue
to think of this. Thank you.
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Carrollton. We are having an Earth Day festival on April 18, 2009 from
noon-5pm.
I would like to request that staff from MTA come and set up a viewing of
the purple line plans at our event.
Please have someone call me at your earliest convenience, and I will
give more specific details. My phone number is 301-513-9239.
Thank you very much.
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in Paul, E-T-E-R, Fosselman, F as in Frank, O-S- S as in Sam, E-L-M-A-
N. You're welcome. And for the record, I'm the mayor of the town of
Kensington and I'm here on behalf of our town council. Thank you for the
opportunity this evening and I appreciate the hearing.

On November 10th of this year, our town council did vote to support the
construction of a Purple Line route. However, the council also
unanimously agreed to the alternative routes. Think they should be
studied before any final decisions are made.

The town is a tree city, U.S.A., and would like to see the least invasive
construction used, leaving as little negative impact as possible on the
existing environment. They are also concerned aboutthe original
alignment studied, which was done before decisions on the Base
Realignment Act were determined. I feel a route closer to the existing
NIH metro as well as the Naval Medical Facility would be more logical.

The last concern would be that the potential traffic issues created by the
Purple Line with a direct at-grade crossing along Connecticut Avenue,
which I assume would be the same for any of the potential tracks. This
would cause even more traffic that would affect the towns that are north
of this line, including Kensington. Kensington has the highest number of
traffic flowing through Connecticut Avenue within our borders, greater
than Chevy Chase, because at Jones Bridge Road and East-West
Highways is when you begin the east-west connection before one enters
into Chevy Chase. Thus, the backups would be created as a result of the
regular Purple Line crossings and would surely make the horrendous
traffic jams we already have even worse.

I thank you again for the time from the state and I appreciate your
concerns.
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of the City of New Carrollton. I would like to at this time, tell you how
happy we are that we are able to host this very important hearing. And
as the Mayor of New Carrollton I support the concept of the Purple Line,
although, there are a number of concerns and issues still to be
addressed and decided.

I support the goal of the Purple Line which is to provide a faster, more
reliable Transit Service which will provide better connections along a 16-
mile line to the New Carrollton Metro Station Transportation Hub and
make it easier for riders to get jobs, shopping, schools, entertainment,
and other services.

The icing on the cake, so to speak, will be any reduction of the traffic on
the Beltway, which we all know is horrendous between New Carrollton
and
Bethesda. From my perspective as Mayor, the Purple
Line begins in New Carrollton and ends in Bethesda.

One of my concerns, as I mentioned at the beginning, that the Mayor
and the Council have and that is we hope that they will use Veterans
Parkway from Metro Station, down the tracks up Veterans Parkway and
that is the major concern that the Mayor and the Council have at this
time.

We will be in touch with you and we will keep all of our options open, but
at this time we do support, enthusiastically, the Purple Line. Thank you
very much.



 - RECORD #2204 DETAIL
First Name : Mayor Andrew C.
Last Name : Hanko
Business Name : City of New Carrollton
Address : 6016 Princess Garden Parkway
City : New Carrollton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20784
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : January 12, 2009

Diane Ratcliff, Director
Office of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration
6 St. Paul Street, 9th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202

The Mayor and Council of the City of New Carrollton unreservedly
support the concept of the Purple Line and endorse the Light Rail Transit
(LRT) Build Alternative. Although there are a number of concerns and
important issues still to be addressed and decided attendant with any of
the Build Alternatives; nevertheless we agree that, as stated in the
Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement (AA/DEIS),
“improvements to the transportation system in the corridor need to
address the transportation challenges of traffic congestion, slow transit
travel time, limited mode options, and degraded mobility and
accessibility, and poor transit system connectivity.

We support the goal of the Purple Line which is to provide a faster, more
reliable transit service which will provide better connections to the New
Carrollton Metro Station Transportation Hub for a number of population
centers and make it easier for riders to get to jobs, shopping, schools,
entertainment and other services, while reducing Beltway traffic between
New Carrollton and Bethesda, thus also reducing automobile emissions.

Due to the uncertainty associated with the availability of federal, state
and local capital funds, possibly limiting the scope of the Purple Line
project, and the possibility of having to accomplish the project in phases,
we consider that it would make sense to begin construction of the project
in New Carrollton, the Purple Line terminus. Population centers could be
added, proceeding toward Bethesda, as funding is available.

Sincerely,

Andrew C. Hanko
Mayor
City of New Carrollton

Attachments : City of New Carrollton.pdf (121 kb)
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spelled H-E-R-L-I-N-G.

I'm a member of the Greenbelt City Council. Two decades ago,
Maryland led the country on an alternative course to the status quo by
committing itself to a policy of smart growth to wean our citizens,
businesses and labor away from the fossil fuels earlier than other stats
in our country.

We were ahead of the curve. Other states such as Tennessee, looked to
our example. We would preserve and enhance the quality of our
Chesapeake Bay, reduce pollutants, and move away from the policy of
sprawl towards a more intelligent use of our land while our population
would continue to grow, to grow in transit oriented areas rather than in
rural farm areas.

While moving ahead with the ICC is more than bad enough, we should
not exacerbate this by failing to move ahead with the purple line.

Our state should be a model of how to responsibly and intelligently deal
with growth. Even more important with a projected population growth
which will occur due to the impact from the BRAC realignment.

Further, we have a moral obligation to implement policies which will
reduce our dependence on fossil fuels, not increase them.

While we are focused for the immediate future on a purple line which
connects Montgomery and Prince George's Counties, it should be a line
which connects around the entire Washington region if we are to truly be
proactive in addressing the needs for an environmentally sound and
energy efficient transportation. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : And my name is David Lublin, it's spelled D-A-V-I-D, Lublin is spelled L-
U,B as in boy, L-I, N as in name. And I'm a member of the Town Council
of the Town of Chevy Chase. Thank you for the opportunity to speak
with you about this important issue today. Many others will speak about
the need to protect the trail, vital green space in a rapidly growing area
and the need for public transit. However, I plan to focus on serious
concerns that the town of Chevy Chase has regarding the ridership and
cost estimates and the DEIS.

As will be outlined in the town's written submission, these estimates
seriously underestimate cost and overestimate ridership for the five
options on the trail. At the same time, MTA has failed to optimize the
Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit Alignment despite repeated
requests from the town. Clearly, changes need to be made if the
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT is to fulfill the legal
requirement to optimize all options and estimate cost and ridership
accurately.

First, we remain concerned that the ridership estimates for the five
options on the trail continue to include riders from beyond the half-mile
limit in violation of accepted transportation planning standards, despite
repeated efforts by the town to point out this error. In response to
inquiries, MTA replied that it had adhered to "the model" but this vague
answer suggests that it continues to include riders from outside the
appropriate catch-man(?) area.

Second, the ridership estimates continue to assume a free transfer to
Metro and fail to reflect that the cost of the transfer must be borne by
either passengers, thus reducing ridership, or by the state, thus
increasing operating costs.

Although the town has repeatedly pointed out this problem, MTA
continues to assume a free transfer, even though WMATA's current
practice is to charge for intermodal transfers and FTA requires the
analysis to reflect the current practice.

In addition, the model fails to follow the standard industry practice of
including time penalties for transfers, such penalties account for the time
it takes to complete a transfer, including wait time plus the added
inconvenience and anxiety associated with transferring.

Third, there are two significant cost to be borne by the county which
appear to be outside the Purple Line cost estimates, raising questions as
to the true cost of the Purple Line. One is the 60 million dollar southern
elevator connection in Bethesda Metro.

MTA fails to include cost for the elevator in its budget for the Master Plan
light rail options and it is unclear what credit the county will get for
providing this needed amenity. Yet the cost to put in a new Metro
connection at National Naval Medical Center are included in that
alignment's budget, pushing the cost of the Jones Bridge Road option
up.

The other is the cost for building the trail. We've heard estimates
between 12 and 14 million dollars, conservatively, which the DEIS states
will be borne by the county. These costs are not easily isolated in the
Purple Line budget and it is unclear if the estimated costs include the
many long ramps, grading, retaining walls, and landscaping in their
analysis. The ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT should contain
an accurate and total estimate of cost and benefits and the county
should know exactly to what it is committing.



Despite MTA's best efforts to produce favorable numbers for the light rail
options on the trail, these options remain like horses which barely qualify
for a race and have little chance of finishing in the money or getting
federal funding. If we really want to move the Purple Line forward, MTA
and the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT need to take a more
serious look at the Jones Bridge Road option and to optimize it correctly.
The projected growth of the Woodmont Triangle, the back process, and
the enormous growth of National Naval Medical make this imperative.

 MTA has repeatedly emphasized that it relied in the accepted council
government's model. However, MTA has amazingly relied on a pre-
BRAC version of this model. If the changes caused by BRAC were
minor, this wouldn't matter much. However, BRAC is going to result in an
enormous increase in traffic. The Purple Line is an ideal opportunity to
address this problem by providing a one-seat ride to medical center in
Bethesda, yet MTA has not optimized this option.

Unbelievably, MTA's estimates has the supposedly optimized version on
Jones Bridge Road running at a slower speed than the slowest local bus
on the same road today. MTA has also not done a reasonable study of
traffic signal, priority for this alternative, a key feature of it.

Finally, the DEIS repeatedly states that the trail was purchased as a,
quote, transitway and in the Master Plan, reality is far cloudier, the
formally little used train right-of-way was purchased as part of the Rails
to Trails program, the Montgomery County Master Plan calls for a one
lane trolley, not the two lane light rail proposed by the Purple Line.

And the 10 million dollars used to purchase the trail includes segments
now part of the Capitol Crescent Trail between Bethesda and D.C. Does
MTA claim that this portion of the trail is also reserved for a future light
rail network?

Thanks for providing myself and the town the opportunity to participate in
this process. Instead of promoting an option which wrecks two parks, the
Capitol Crescent Trail and Woodmont Plaza for the price of one light rail,
the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT needs to reexamine the
Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit option so that we can get two
transit options, two transit lines, the Purple Line and the Corridor Cities
Transitway for the price of one. Thank you.

Attachments : Wrrtn Tstmny.CCCnclmmber D. Lublin.pdf (2 mb)
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support of the purple line light rail from New Carrollton to Bethesda.

I agree with the previous speaker. I don't really have too much more to
add, but I just want to emphasize that the purple line will offer high
quality, fast and dependable, as well as environmentally friendly
transportation.

I want to note once again that I said I want, am looking for a purple line
from New Carrollton to Bethesda. Given some of the controversy on the
western end, it will be much easier to get purple line now if we start in
Prince George's County. Thank you.
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As an elected official, resident, and student in College Park, MD, I must
write you to share my enthusiastic support of the Purple Line, specifically
the Light Rail option.  Bus Rapid Transit has some draw, but to reach
maximum ridership, I believe LRT is the way to go.  It will also tie nicely
into the Metro stops, giving people more of a feel of continuity.

Thank you,
Jonathan Molinatto
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Submission Content/Notes : Exactly. So, good morning and welcome back to Inner Beltway Prince
George's County. My name is Adam Ortiz. I'm the Mayor of Edmonston,
a small municipality not far from here and one just a stone's throw from
the projected Purple Line, at least as it's outlaid out in the hallway.

I just wanted to say on behalf of the people of Edmonston and our Town
Council, we are strong supporters of the Rail System. We're beginning to
refer to it as the "Green, Purple, People Moving Machine" in our town
and we hope that it comes from being more than just a dream but truly in
to fruition.

One of the things that we find is that our people are among some of the
hardest working people in the State of Maryland. We have limited
means. My town, in particular, is a working class town. We're mixed
race. I would say that we're mixed income but we don't have any rich
people. We're just all working class folks and some of us have
transportation but many of us do not.

Yet, you know we find a way to get to work one way or the other. One of
our staff people, my Assistant Town Clerk in town, she lives in Wheaton.
It takes her approximately and hour and twenty-five minutes every day to
get from Wheaton to Edmonston.

Whereas by car, it's probably about between 15 and 20 minutes and she
takes a convoluted network of rail, bus, and walking to get to our town.
I'm just pulling her out, but she's illustrative of hundreds of people in my
town, thousands of people in this region that are looking for better transit
options.

I strongly support and we strongly support the rail option because we
feel that the bus option isn't really an option at all. In fact, it's not even a
half measure it's almost no measure because it gets us stuck into the
same sort of problems that we've always had.

It does not move people efficiently, it is not as green as it should be. It is
more inconvenient and it takes a very long, long period of time.

Here in Prince George's County we often feel that many of the large
projects by State Highway go outside of the Beltway to where the people
aren't. 270, the Inter County Connector. We're asking you to invest
where the people are.

We're one of the densest regions in the state. We're one of the hardest-
working regions in the state and we deserve the resources here and we
urge you to put the resources here to serve the people here where the
people are and we are here and we do need your service.

One of the biggest objections that we hear over and over again is that
country club out in Montgomery County. And I'm going to not speak in
my capacity as a Mayor but speak in my capacity as a really bad golfer.

That if one is so concerned about one's golf game that they're worried
about hitting a train off the fairway, then they might want to consider
racquetball because this doesn't seem to be the sport for them. And the
greater good is so clearly served by a Rail Purple Line in the Beltway.

Furthermore, and I'm going to echo I'm sure something other people
have said from time to time, we hope it starts here in Prince George's
County. Again, we feel that many projects serve other people and other
places. We're hard-working here. We're densely populated. We're transit
friendly and we need the project to begin here.



So we do ask you to keep our voices in mind today and in the other sites
in this area, Inner Beltway Prince George's County. That we do strongly
support the Rail Option and that we do look forward to this Green,
Purple, People Moving Machine. Thank you.
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the town on Kensington. I'll keep my statement very brief. Get me closer,
huh, okay. I'll make my statement very brief.

I think we have a unique chance here to do what's really right for the
community because we haven't already done it wrong. We haven't torn
down the trees, we haven't made a decision, and I think the right
decision for all the people with the BRAC issues, the people trying to get
there for medical care, is to really look at the bus route more closely.

I've never figured out why the Purple Line was going to terminate in
south Bethesda. There's no metro there, there's no reason to terminate it
there, and I really think we should look at a place where it can connect to
metro. We should save our trail. And that's it. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Kathy, K-A-T-H-Y, Strom, S-T-R-O-M. Can I submit a copy of my written
comments? Thank you. Good evening and thank you. I am Kathy Strom,
a member of the Town Council and Mayor of the Town of Chevy Chase.
The town is an incorporated municipality, a community of about one
thousand households. We appreciate the opportunity to present our
comments on the Purple Line AADEIS to the Maryland State Transit
Authority.

We will be submitting a formal written response prior to the close of the
comment period which ends January 14th and tonight we'll highlight a
few of the issues of concern to us.

We believe that the AADEIS does not adequately or fairly consider the
Purple Line alternative of using bus rapid transit on Jones Bridge Road,
an alternative that could provide, potentially, tremendous and cost
effective benefits to the region.

In particular, the Jones Bridge BRT alternative would facility east-west
transit in the southern part of Montgomery and Prince George's counties
at a cost of at least a half a billion dollars less than the other Purple Line
alternatives. It would address the transportation and traffic problems
posed by the relocation of the Walter Reed facility to the Navy Medical
Center in Bethesda, all while protecting an important and vital green
space, the Capitol Crescent Trail, so important in this urban part of the
county.

For these critical reasons, the town of Chevy Chase renews its request
to MTA to modify the study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit
Alignment. The low cost bus rapid transit alternative, build alternative
under consideration, so that the public can assess in a fair and equitable
way the potential benefits of this alternative.

The town's consultants continue to find technical deficiencies, omissions
and inexplicable assumptions in the AADEIS analysis of the BRT option,
despite numerous discussions of this failings with the state. Thus, the
state's own actions demonstrate a bias in its analysis of this alternative.

This alternative presented to the public ignores improved routing and
traffic signal priority treatments that the state assumes for other
alternatives, as well as dedicated lanes, which would make this
alignment into a true BRT with reduced running times likely to maximize
ridership.

While this alternative may potentially provide a win-win for the region, we
will never know unless the public has been given the option of an
informed comparison. While the state has engaged in dialogue with the
town, we are disappointed to find that the public has still not given the
complete picture in the DEIS and in this regard, MTA has done Maryland
tax payers, our local community, and the process a disservice.

The Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit Alternative is of crucial
importance because it could potentially serve more jobs in the Bethesda
area with a direct one-seat ride, 75,000 versus 35,000, because it can
make stops at the National Naval Medical Center, North Woodmont,
projected for high density growth, and Central Bethesda. Cost tax payers
substantially less than the other alternatives, anywhere from 600 million
to one billion less, making money available for other important transit
projects in the region, like the corridor cities transit way. Help provide
direct relief for the projected percent traffic increase anticipated on
Jones Bridge Road due to the re-alignment of Walter Reed to Naval
Medical Center, prevent the clear-cutting of over 15 acres of mature
trees in an important down-county green space, the Capitol Crescent



Trail, maintain a wider, safer trail for all its multiple types of users and
save the new heart of Bethesda, Woodmont East Plaza, from negative
transit impacts, buses running through the plaza every 6 minutes or tail
tracks with disabled transit trains parked in front of the Bethesda
Landmark Theater.

The town has asked that the Jones Bridge Road Alternative be studied
in its best possible and fully developed form as are the others, so that a
fair and healthy debate of the issues can occur. Our consultants' best
professional analysis reveals that the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid
Transit Alternative could serve 56,000 people; the DEIS shows 40,000.
And make the connection from Silver Spring to downtown Bethesda in
17 minutes; the DEIS shows 33 minutes. And that could be
accomplished in the manner that will still allow it to be the lowest cost
alternative. This alternative will still allow for the completion of the
Capitol Crescent Trail to Silver Spring, it will be as clean as light rail and
it will permit expansion of service as the line grows.

We know that some seek to avoid the issues we've raised by dismissing
the town's concerns as selfish NIMBYism. We take issue with that. The
town has repeatedly been an active and supportive member of the larger
Montgomery County community. We applaud and participate in our
region's commitment to the environment, we support the efforts of the
County Executive and Council to be fiscally responsible and we support
the nation's commitment to promoting public transportation. To that end,
it's time to be creative and pragmatic to search for ways to get the
biggest bang for the taxpayers' bucks, and not sacrifice green space in
the process.

There's a better Purple Line, we urge the state to consider the Jones
Bridge Road BRT alternative in a fair and more accurate manner so the
public can properly access the value and benefits of this potentially win-
win transit alternative for the region. Thank you.
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Thank you, and I'm very excited to be here tonight to be able to testify in
support of the purple line. I'm very excited that you are at this point in the
process of bringing the purple line to Prince George's and Montgomery
County.

I believe it is one of the most important things that we can do to invest in
the future of our two counties and also to invest in a greener and more
environmentally sound future for our metropolitan region.

As an elected official, one of the most popular things that I can do in fact
is to be a strong supporter for the purple line. I haven't met a single one
of my constituents in College Park who isn't strongly in favor of the
purple line.

 Everybody is very excited about bringing the purple line to this
community and hopes to see it happen sooner rather than later.

The reasons that people are so enthusiastic about the purple line, one is
that if they want to commute to and from the campus from other parts of
Prince George's County or Montgomery County, it is currently very
difficult to do that and a lot of people are forced to drive. Not because
they want to, but because there is no easy alternative.

Second, a major concern in this area is traffic. Our roads are very
congested. Route

In particular is extremely congested. People spend a lot of time being
frustrated sitting in traffic on Route 1, on East/West Highway and other
thoroughfares trying to get to and from College Park and it's very difficult
to do that.

The purple line is the best alternative we have for taking cars off our
roads and enabling people to use a greener alterative to get to and from
work or shopping or recreation or wherever they need to go.

I'm one of the lucky people who gets to ride Metro rail to and from work
every day. I ride the green line and it's a great experience. I look forward
to my commute, which I think few people who have to drive could say.

I get to read, I can listen to my Ipod, I don't have to worry about traffic
and staying out of an accident. It's a very pleasurable experience.

But I'm one of the people that the original system was designed for, who
commutes in and out of DC and that's kind of the old model. Our
patterns of development and work and recreation have changed a lot
since the Metro system was first designed. A lot of people do need to
travel east/west.

If you have to go all the way into DC and then all the way out again, it
just doesn't work. So I hope that people who need to commute east and
west across our two counties will soon get to share the pleasure that I
experience every day riding Metro rail. Thank you very much.
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Line and all others gathered here. I'm Lee P. Walker, Mayor of the Town
of Landover Hills. I'm happy to be here this morning to add my
comments in support of the Purple Line.

After reviewing the Executive Summary and attending prior meetings
regarding the proposed Purple Line, overall it can be said that the Purple
Line would be beneficial to the designated areas. And we at the Town of
Landover Hills, as I mentioned, support this concept.

However, there are some additional factors that should be taken into
consideration as the project moves forward. First of all, there's a need
for a more in-depth explanation of how the Purple Line would connect or
benefit major activity centers that are not along the designated corridor.

Additionally, given the width of the corridor at certain points, where will
the dedicated and exclusive lanes be placed along the corridor?
Secondly, it is hoped that refined fuels will be used on the standard
buses to help reduce the level of harmful emissions on the environment.

In the section of the Purple Line Executive Summary entitled, Financial
Feasibility there are statements regarding cost factors and sources of
funding. In addition to these items, benefits to the consumer should be
given a closer look since this is the primary focus of the Purple Line
Project.

As the project moves further into the planning process, acquisition of
property and displacement of residents should be given careful
consideration in the final Environmental Impact Statement.

It is felt that the above factors should be given careful consideration in
order to provide greater benefits to the community at large. Thank you
very much.
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City of Takoma Park here today on behalf of the Takoma Park City
Council to urge the State of Maryland to provide, to pursue funding for
construction of the medium investment light rail purple line.

The Takoma Park City Council recently passed Resolution 2008-86
which includes detailed reasons for this recommendation and we are
submitting the resolution for the record.

Why the medium investment light rail option? The City of Takoma Park
has been considering options of the purple line through and near
Takoma Park since 1999. We have consistently advocated for light rail
transit stations in Long Branch and at the Takoma Langley crossroads
intersection of University Boulevard and New Hampshire Avenue to help
spur our economic development efforts and to serve the transportation
needs of our transit dependent residents.

The many reasons this option will best benefit the community are listed
in the attached resolution, which like all of our previous resolutions on
the purple line, passed unanimously.

We care deeply about our environment and know that as a region, we
must both reduce our dependence on automobiles and reinvest in
already developed communities.

With the medium investment light rail purple line, there will be 17,000
fewer auto trips every day and 180,000 fewer vehicle miles traveled
every day. How can our region afford not to take advantage of these
critical savings in congestion and in air pollution?

Bus rapid transit options for the purple line are not good options for us.
Why? Buses would not meet the ridership demand that already exists in
our community. Buses would get stuck in the same traffic congestion
that already exists in our community, and buses would not give the
strong economic shot in the arm that our community's commercial
districts desperately need.

It's not a cost savings to build an under sized and slow transit system
and retrofitting can be very costly.

Given that the purple line will be constructed through already developed
communities, it is better to build it right the first time. As a local
government, we know money is tight. But times like these are often the
best times to invest in public infrastructure.

Acquisition costs and labor costs can be a bit lower. Infrastructure
planning and construction can take place while redevelopment plans are
revised and financing is arranged. By the time private developers are in
a position to invest in their projects, the purple line can be in place. We
have already been working on new sector plans with staff from the
Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission in both
counties anticipating this project.

The City of Takoma Park pledges to work with the State of Maryland,
Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties and our federal
representatives to see that the purple line is funded and constructed in
the very near future.

We urge the State of Maryland to act now to submit the purple line as a
light rail system to the Federal Transit Administration for funding
approval. Takoma Park and many other communities are depending on
it. It's the right thing to do for our community and our region, and it's the



right time. Thank you.
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COURT REPORTER: Spell your first name.

MR. PATRICK WOJAHN: Sure. First name is P-A-T-R-I-C-K.

COURT REPORTER: Thank you.

MR. PATRICK WOJAHN: In the interest of brevity, I also want to echo
the comments of the former speakers, the elected officials who spoke
earlier today. But I do want to add one additional perspective to it and
that is of the City of College Park.

We to have endorsed the Purple Line and we support it highly. If
anybody wants to know a reason, all you have to do is look at Route 1
and the traffic that we have to deal with on a daily basis on Route 1.

We've been looking to have Route 1 rebuilt for a long time and that will
be part of the solution to fixing up the problems on Route 1. But on the
other hand we know that's not the only solution.

We know that we need public transportation to be able to bring people
back and forth to the University from areas around the D.C. Metropolitan
Area and in particular Montgomery and Prince George's Counties.

That's all I have to say today. We look forward to continuing this dialog
and I thank you very much for
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I'm also serving on the special task force set up by our County Executive
looking at the base realignment up at the National Naval Medical Center,
one day Walter Reed. And I co-chair a new Montgomery/Prince
George's County Purple Line legislative caucus.

I'm pleased to join with my district 16 colleagues in support of the Purple
Line between Bethesda Metro and New Carrollton Metro and at the
same time complete the Capitol Crescent Trail to bring it out from the
tunnel in Bethesda all the way through to Silver Spring.

There is an urgent need to advance the 21st Century vision of livable,
sustainable, healthy and safe communities. We have to once and for all
change the paradigm of how we engineer our communities and move
away from oil dependancy to a new green direction where mass transit
and bicycle and pedestrian safety and mobility are cornerstones for how
we grow.

Smart Growth was born in Maryland with our inner beltway suburbs in
mind. And the time is long overdue to make good on the promise of
Smart Growth by investing and in many cases when you look at the
Purple Line corridor, reinvesting in so many of the communities along
the 16 mile line. It is hugely, a hugely important opportunity for our
counties and our region.

The decision to build or not to build or where to build the Purple Line is
one of the most decisions we'll make. It's right up there with our decision
to build Metro rail and our decision to invest in this county and live
sciences. And the state, and the state's decision should be looked at,
sort of 50 years out with respect to the kind of transit system that we're
going to build that will give us the greatest capacity and durability over
time and clearly light rail is superior.

Now, Governor O'Malley's committed funding through the design phase
and from everything we've heard our case for federal funding is strong,
the Draft ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT and Alternatives
Analysis has been done in a very sound and responsible way to give us,
put us in an advantageous position with the federal government.

Purple Line falls within this federal enclave, which means that it should
be considered a high priority project, not unlike what the Metro Rail
pioneers said when they made the case of the federal government in the
1970's for that 101 mile system. We know that a Purple Line light rail
from the heart of downtown Bethesda through downtown Silver Spring
through the College Park campus and onto New Carrollton Metro with
many neighborhoods in-between will do more to move people efficiently
and safely, will do more to relieve the strain on Metro rail, will do more to
link up our region with numerous Metro rail lines, MARC, Amtrak, and
will do more to meet our air quality goals and many other opportunities
that are before us.

We should hear the concerns of the neighbors along the alignment, try
to mitigate as much as we possibly can to provide safety and
accessibility, but at the same time we can't allow this most significant
transportation project to be delayed or derail, derailed by a non-starter
alternative such as taking it up Jones Bridge Road into what is clearly a



completely failed intersection. The best we can hope for in coming years
is bringing it up to grade D. But the construction money for that over by
what will be Walter Reed isn't even in line yet. So we will in effect be
hitting a brick wall.

Again, the Purple Line is the single most meaningful opportunity to meet
our enormous energy and environmental and economic challenges. It is
certainly a great way for us to create a vibrant series of communities
where we can bring together people in the most meaningful way
possible and as the Washington Post Editorial stated on Sunday, light
rail is sturdier, it's more cost-effective, it's our one opportunity to spur
Smart Growth in Montgomery and Prince George's counties and as it
said in its headline, full speed ahead. Thank you very much.
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Kensington and I represent the citizens of district 18 in the Maryland
House of Delegates.

I've been following this debate for nearly 20 years. I support the Purple
Line but I do not agree with those who say that we should limit our
options to light rail as the only mode and to the Capitol Crescent trail as
the only route. To achieve the best result, we need to make sure that we
can think outside the purple box. In planning for the Purple Line, we
need to keep our options open, preserve and expand the trail, address
growth at the Bethesda Naval Hospital due to BRAC, address local
traffic problems that the ICC will bring, and be prepared for all financial
scenarios.

A true bus rapid transit solution along Jones Bridge Road needs to be
added to the alternatives being considered. The newest transit line in
North America opened a few weeks ago in Cleveland, Ohio, where I was
born. My son and I plan to ride it next week when we visit grandma for
Thanksgiving. Cleveland is no stranger to light rail. Unlike the
Washington area, they never dismantled their light rail network. They
considered light rail during the planning for their new line, but they
ultimately chose bus rapid transit. They found BRT to be an efficient,
environmentally friendly way to move people and to support economic
development by being twice as cost-effective as light rail. In these times
of extreme financial challenge, we need to be prepared for a range of
options with a range of price tags.

Bus rapid transit on Jones Bridge Road is an option that will preserve
the Capitol Crescent Trail. This is a heavily used wonderful urban park
that brings people together. I don't know how many of the people in this
room have actually lived next to a light rail line. Well, I have, and I can
tell you that there is no better way to forever divide a neighborhood and
keep people separated and that is what will happen if we put light rail on
the Capitol Crescent Trail.

The entire Connecticut Avenue corridor including Kensington has traffic
problems that are about to get worse. This corridor suffers from
pedestrian fatalities, extreme congestion and dangerous cut-through
traffic. All of these problems will be made worse by growth at the Naval
Hospital due to BRAC. And by the added traffic that will be caused by
the Inter-County Connector.

If we fail to consider bus rapid transit on Jones Bridge Road, we will
miss an opportunity to address these problems and we will continue a
pattern of piecemeal transportation planning rather than coordination.

Let's not paint ourselves into a purple corner. Let's keep our options
open so that the end result will be a smarter Purple Line.
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opportunity to comment. I don't have any written remarks prepared. I
didn't actually think I was going to speak today, but I felt compelled to do
so.

Coward has asked the question, sit is safe? Vanity asks the question, is
it popular? Expediency asks the question, is it political? But conscience
asks the question, is it right?

There comes a time when one must take a position that is neither safe
nor popular nor political, but one makes a decision because it's right.

Today I come before you to let you know about my extreme and
powerful position in favor of the purple line. I have been working on this
issue for six years.

When I ran for office in 2006, I signed the purple line pledge which
talked about the master plan of light rail above grade alignment. Myself
as well as many dozens of elected officials signed that purple line pledge
and I am here today to stand on that and I'm here today to stand on
principle.

I live on the corner of Wayne Avenue and Dale Drive in Silver Spring in
the district that I represent. I can see that proposed alignment from my
house.

I feel a great deal of empathy and I listen to my friends and neighbors in
my community because the community is very split on its support of that
proposed alignment. But I'm here also to say that I believe in preserving
and improving all communities along the alignment, including the
economic development of Silver Spring Long Branch, Takoma, Langley
and Prince Georges County.

I spoke a little earlier in a press conference about the issue of equity in
transportation and the issue of participatory justice.

We have forgotten in many cases as we've talked about this purple line
about the users of the transit line and the users of bus right now who are
mostly poor and people of color. We see them every day when we go to
work standing out at the bus stop in cold weather like this morning, when
it rains, when it snows, no matter what the weather.

They have few options when it comes to transit. I believe that we cannot
leave them out as we have this conversation about what the future of our
county and what the future of our community will look like.

We are very fortunate that generations ago, people thought about us
before we were even born. This purple line is one of those kinds of
issues.

We all drink deeply from wells we did not dig. And so for me, we are
here to take our place alongside those of us generations ago who built
the roads and the bridges for us and for our children and for future
generations. Thank you.
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District of the state in the State Senate. Thank you very much for
allowing me to spend some time with you this evening. I think there's
very little that I can tell you about this project that you don't already
know.

Let me just say, first of all, that I support the Purple Line and I support
the light rail option. And I think George Leventhal's comments were,
were right on target. I'd like to amplify just a couple of things.

I was the chair of Montgomery County's House Delegation in 1992. I
invited Secretary of Transportation, Jim Lighthizer, to Montgomery
County to walk the Capitol Crescent Trail, what was then a heavy rail
line. At the conclusion of that walk, he said we'll fund the Capitol
Crescent Trail.

I take a second seat to no one in love with the Capitol Crescent Trail.
Not only do I use it for recreation, I use it to commute to work, I use it a
number of times every week, every season of the year. I think it's very
important to preserve, extend and complete the Capitol Crescent Trail
and the light rail option allows for that. I think it allows for it in a way that
will accommodate hikers and bikers. It will be useful, peaceful and fun.

And I think it is compatible with light rail and anybody who thinks that we
can continue in our area relying upon single- occupancy vehicles is just
flat wrong. We've gotta, we've got to connect to Bethesda to Silver
Spring, College Park and New Carrollton by mass transit, I think this is
the most important mass transit project in this region for many, many
decades. Perhaps since Metro was first conceived and built.

As Councilman Leventhal mentioned, it will not only connect those
subway stops but also connect the light rail to the MARC line and
Amtrak. It promises, I think, great benefits for this area, not only in
transportation but also in terms of protection of our environment,
avoidance of pollution, avoidance of greenhouse gas omissions. I think it
makes a great deal of sense and I commend it to you. Thank you very
much.
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I'm here to strongly support the expeditious building of the purple line.
Let me start out by saying I hadn't planned to say this, but I agree with
the two speakers ahead of me. Why not start it in Prince George's
County? Why not start it where the people want it and want it built now?

It would certainly eliminate a lot of problems and by the time we get to
Montgomery County, I'm sure we would reach a consensus.

The purple line is an important, important project to all of our
communities. It will take cars off the road, it will allow us to move from
east to west more easily than in a car.

I live in the community of Calverton which is right off Interstate 95. When
I get on Interstate 95 in the morning, for the most part that road is at a
standstill and it's at a standstill because traffic just can't move.

What a pleasure it would be to hop on the light rail and move east to
west.

Let me also say that it will allow us to get to our jobs and to get to
shopping and to get to areas that we need to get to without causing
problems.

As Chairman of the House Environmental Matters Committee's
Environment Subcommittee, I deal a lot with traffic and the problems that
are caused by air pollution.

Getting cars off the road is an important, important aspect of reducing air
pollution.

I was at Children's Hospital just the other day and one of the things
which I found out which is something that absolutely shocked me is the
Washington Metropolitan area has the highest rate of asthma in the
world.

Do you think it's because we have so much traffic? I do. I can't think of
anything else. We have no industry. We have nothing that would cause
a problem. It's because of our traffic.

 Let me also say that I was at another meeting with the Census Bureau
and found out that we have the longest commutes in the country. It is
because our system has failed us.

I'm here today to plead with you to move forward on the purple line. We
need to stop this nonsense and move forward. We need to have mass
transit. It's what our people deserve and for heaven's sakes, let's save
the environment. Thank you very much.
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But I welcome you to my district, I represent district 18 which is where
this hearing is taking place and I'm delighted that you did choose this
place. District 18 includes the neighborhoods on both sides of a very
overburden beltway as well as the east west corridor of transportation.
So I'm pleased to speak tonight in strong support of the light rail Purple
Line.

Let me summarize why the Purple Line is so important for my district
and for Montgomery County as well as for Maryland. It provides an
efficient, environmentally friendly east-west transportation connection
that brings people and jobs together. What better project could you have
that meets all of those goals? It takes pressure off of roads and
alleviates traffic congestion. It serves many, many people including
those who do not have a car. And it serves them safely, efficiently and
reliably.

Many of these individuals currently take one, two or three buses to go
from their home to their work and their trip on a daily basis is not reliable.
It helps address many environmental problems, including air pollution
and global warming.

I support the light rail alternative for several important reasons. The most
important that people should remember is that projected ridership for
2030 is 68,000 riders. And it is the highest of any ridership for any bus
rapid transit system, not only in Montgomery County, not only in
Maryland, but in the United States.

We have not worked this hard for 20 years to build a system that will
obsolete 15 years after it's built. No. Light rail lines can carry a hundred
thousand or more without any problem or additional cost as soon as it's
built.

Light rail is more compatible with the Georgetown branch hiker/biker trail
which should be completed into Silver Spring as part of this project. My
constituents have waited too long for this trail to be finished as it has
been westward from Bethesda for more than a decade. I grew up with
the freight trains behind my house. Yes, they were loud and they carried
primarily freight, not people.

Light rail trains are quiet and non-polluting so they will not disturb
adjourning home owners or the thousands of users of the trail. I am very
pleased to hear that the Washington area bicyclists association has
taken a position in support of light rail for this reason.

Light rail has a great record in fostering sensible pedestrian-friendly
development. While our district is doing well in this regard, it is important
in times of economic downturn for us to build green infrastructure that
will create jobs near our residential communities who need them,
including Long Branch and Tacoma Langley crossroads.

I cross our county many times during the week and can see every day
the growing need for light rail Purple Line. If we do not build this,
families, businesses, communities will suffer as the beltway breaks down
and traffic pours through every secondary road in our neighborhoods.

Purple is the color of unity. I'm wearing it tonight, symbolically. So, if
Montgomery County is completely united with Prince George's County,
we can see construction start on this tremendous project in 2012. We



can witness our fellow citizens riding the quiet, efficient, non-polluting
light rail trains by 2015. I hope I'm around to see that. If we are united, if
we are ready to work hard to overcome odds, we have a great new
president coming in office who is fond of saying, "Yes, we can". Or as
we say in Spanish, (speaking in Spanish). Yes, we can rebuild our
communities that need it, yes, we can rebuild a newer and greener
infrastructure for the future, si, yes, we can counter global warming by
reducing our dependancies on fossil fuels, and yes, we can break down
the barriers between our counties by strengthening the ties between
them with the Purple Line. Yes, we can. (Speaking in Spanish). Thank
you very much. Yes, I do.
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having me here. I too represent District 20 in the Takoma Park Silver
Spring area and I am Chair of the House Ways and Means Committee
which deals with transportation policy at the state level.

After a number of years of discussion and study, it is now time for us to
make a final decision upon the proposed purple line. The study
determined that a feasibility of the line as it would impact on the
environment and the homes in the area and concluded that any impact
would be minimal, and that in fact a new transit line would be highly
desirable.

The line as you know will serve two jurisdictions. Montgomery and
Prince Georges Counties. I am urging the support of the light rail rather
than the bus rapid transit in spite of the fact that the light rail may require
a large capital investment at the onset, and here are the reasons.

Light rail is a smoother, faster, quieter and sturdier ride. It is also
possible to add more rail cars in the future as the number of riders
increase, which would then be a more economical choice.

The light rail system could serve as many as 60,000 riders each day. It
will support low and moderate income residents along its path and save
many of these riders an extra hour each day.

It will take as many as 20,000 cars off the road, relieve traffic and reduce
carbon emissions. It will also provide the service to the University of
Maryland so that students, employees and visitors will have better and
safer access to resources at the school.

We are expecting congressional support for this project and must make
our decision as soon as possible. Most important, we are all aware that
our commute is becoming more difficult each year and our riders,
drivers, residents and businesses will suffer if we do nothing.

We have always strived to improve the quality of life for our citizens.
Let's make this decision finally now and together. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Tom, T-O-M, Hucker, H-U-C-K-E-R. Thank you for allowing me the
opportunity to offer my thoughts on the important decisions before you.
I'm a vigorous supporter of the purple line.

I represent the Maryland General Assembly on the Board of Purple Line
Now, and with Chairpersons Bill Bronrought and Tawana Gains, I'm a
founding member of the purple line legislative caucus.

For years before I was elected, I was an advocate for this project and
was proud to stand with Governor Glendening in Langley Park when he
announced his support for the route in 2001.

Since my election two years ago, I have received the support of a clear
super majority of my constituents urging me to continue to fight for the
purple line. I'm here to represent their voices.

This project is especially critical to the residents of Silver Spring and
Takoma Park. I'm very proud they're all members of the District 20
delegation as well as District 5 council member Valerie Irvin are such
strong supporters of the purple line and the light rail option.

Yes, we recognize the need to bring everyone's voice to the table to
consider the neighborhood impacts of various proposals. But doing
nothing is not an option.

We cannot lose sight of the tremendous need for dramatically increased
transit capacity in our district. We are the most diverse and the lowest
income of any legislative district in Montgomery County.

Fully 24 percent of Silver Spring residents do not have cars. A higher
percentage than any nearby area except our neighbors in Langley Park.
They are disproportionally African American Latino, disproportionately
renters, not homeowners, disproportionately seniors and hardworking
students, disproportionately low to moderate income.

They deserve first class transit options. And so do the rest of our
constituents with cars who have to be presented with first class transit
options that only rail can provide if they are going to be tempted to leave
their cars at home.

I attended the Chevy Chase hearing and heard the self-interested voices
of opponents there. Many of them are well intentioned and have
received the intentional well funded misinformation campaign.

They have a right to their opinions. But we as elected and appointed
officials cannot allow the recreational interests of a small group of well
connected golfers to supercede the needs of 68,000 riders per day.

They say we need more studies, but this issue has been studied for
decades. They say we just need more buses, but current buses clearly
don't tempt people to leave their cars at home. If they did, it would still
take many hundreds of J4 buses to move 68,000 riders per day.

If more buses were a reliable option, we would have chosen that option
many years ago.

My constituents also use the Capital - Trail. But unfortunately the trail
was not completed to its natural terminus in Silver Spring.

We look forward to the purple line rail project and its efforts to complete
and improve the trail and extend it to downtown Silver Spring so that our
pedestrians and cyclists as well as Metro, Marc and ride on riders can



take the trail from downtown Silver Spring while we're spending our
money in Bethesda.

I serve in the Environmental Matters Committee in the House of
Delegates. We hear harrowing projections each year about the numbers
of new residents who are moving to our area.

The Maryland Department of Planning anticipates a million new
residents in the next years. That's like adding another Montgomery
County to the State of Maryland. We have to do everything we can to
encourage those new residents to settle an affordable, walkable, bike
friendly and transit oriented community or we will see rush hour volumes
of traffic around the clock and a terrible impact on our environment.

Our committee has taken the lead on legislation to encourage affordable
workforce housing to build more green buildings, to incentivize transit
oriented development and more legislation is on the way this year.

But none of that will matter if we don't also build the increased transit
capacity to move 68,000 riders per day that are anticipated to take
advantage of the rail option.

I am also one of two legislators assigned to regular stakeholder
meetings between the Maryland Department of the Environment and
labor and business leaders to shape this year's legislation to address
climate change.

Most Marylanders and District 20 residents in particular want our state to
hit ambitious targets to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions. We hope
Maryland will be a national leader in this effort, but that will be
impossible without projects like the purple line rail option.

I want to thank Governor Martin O'Malley and Secretary of
Transportation John Porcari, project manager Mike Madden and all the
staff who have worked so hard to bring this project so close to reality.

Mike Madden and his team have outlined this project at hundreds of
community meetings and listened to the best input our neighborhoods
could provide over alignments, landscaping, noise abatement and
impact on the trail. I want to thank all the residents who have made their
voices heard, that DEIS is much better because of their work.

I sincerely want to thank all the community activists who have worked so
diligently to rally for this cause. Harry Sanders, Ben Ross, Web Smedley
and others who have worked as volunteers for nearly 20 years for this
vision.

Leaders of Purple Line Now, the Sierra Club, League of Women Voters,
Progressive Maryland and the Silver Spring and Bethesda Chambers of
Commerce and other groups have contributed hundreds of hours and
their critical voices to move this debate forward.

Please make the right decision. The time is now for the purple line rail
option. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Yeah, thank you very much. I'm Delegate Lee, I represent district 16 with
my colleagues who just spoke. And I just wish to concur with all that they
have said about the light rail Purple Line. Oh, excuse me. Susan, S-U-S-
A-N, C, middle initial, Lee, L-E-E. May I proceed forward?

As I indicated earlier, I'd like to just express my very strong support for
the light rail Purple Line. I think it's time to move forward, not backward.
The light rail will connect two major jurisdictions, Prince George's County
and Montgomery County, which have experienced both tremendous
growth in population, jobs, and have become more diverse and have
seen new knowledge-base industries like the high-tech, bio-tech, move
in and thrive and do well.

And the light rail will offer many travel-weary commuters an
environmentally friendly, unimpeded, fast and smooth ride, quiet ride,
between these two major jurisdictions.

Most importantly, the light rail will significantly cut down at the same time
on the number of autos on the road, lessen congestion, omit less
pollution, not destroy the trail, and get people to their work, home, school
and events and restaurants easily and quickly, more so than the
proposed bus rapid transit.

Most importantly, it will help hard working individuals, especially those
hard working individuals from new immigrant communities who have
contributed enormously to the economic vitality of our, both our counties
but who now have to take several buses just to get from work, home,
and back.

And the light rail is poised to be a strong candidate for federal funding
when viewed alongside competing projects because of the 62,000
MTEA estimated riders. It will serve in the benefits of the environment,
speed and efficiency. In addition, it has met federal cost effective criteria
for funding. Most importantly, president elect Obama has indicated his
support for public transit that's not, that not only reduces the commuting
time but also benefits the air quality, public health and reduces green
house omissions.

As mass transit ridership is surely expected to grow, not decrease,
rapidly, we need to support a project that will meet our nations needs,
not just today or 2030 but also in the long-term. And light rails in cities
like Boston, San Francisco, and in Europe have proven track records of
success improving the quality life of those people in those cities for
decades.

When the Metro rail was being contemplated decades ago, it pretty
much faced the same type of opposition it is faced by the inner Purple
Line today. But time has shown it's been a tremendous success and
benefit countless of individuals. The Purple Line is now a necessity and
not an option so let's move it forward. Thank you very much for letting
me testify.
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Submission Content/Notes : Delegate Heather Mizeur, H-E-A-T-H-E-R, M-I-Z-E-U-R. Good afternoon
and thank you for the
opportunity to provide this brief testimony. I come
before you first and foremost as a state delegate
representing many of the neighborhoods that would be
served by the purple line. But I also come before you as a resident of
Takoma Park and a small business owner in downtown Silver Spring.

Wearing all three of these hats at once, I believe strongly that it is time to
build the purple line and that we should choose light rail over buses.

The purple line will be a major investment for mobility in our inner
suburbs. Together with other plan transit enhancements in Washington,
DC and Virginia, it will continue to strengthen and bring together
communities in our metropolitan region.

The benefits of a light rail purple line are as numerous as they are
convincing. By linking three Marc commuter rail lines with Metro's green
line, orange line and both legs of the red line, the purple line will improve
the utility and value of our existing transit assets. By providing an
alternative to driving, it will help alleviate traffic, reduce our reliance on
imported oil and lessen the environmental impact of our trips.

By bringing together major population centers, residential areas,
business districts, recreational facilities and educational institutions, the
purple line will open possibilities for everyone in our communities and
give us options. Where to live, where to work, where to study, where to
eat and where to play.

If we build the purple line as a reliable and fast light rail line, the
Maryland Transit Administration estimates that as many as 68,000 daily
trips could be made. That's 68,000 people telling us, if you build it, we
will ride.

There is a reason to believe that these may be conservative estimates.
Despite a temporary respite from $4 gas, most energy experts anticipate
that Marylanders will once again face extremely high prices at the pump.

After decades of endless road building, we have finally learned that we
cannot sprawl our way out of traffic and both demographic trends and
changing consumer taste suggests that there is an unsatisfied demand
for walkable communities served by transit.

It is time to build the purple line. We are at a unique moment.
Commuters are more ready now to leave their cars at home and take
transit than at any time since World War II. The morale imperative to do
something about global climate change has convinced us that we can no
longer conduct business as usual and President Elect Obama is
expected to be more pro-transit than any President in recent history.

 It is time to build the purple line. It is time to build it now.

As a state delegate representing some of the most transit dependent
neighborhoods in Montgomery County, I know that my constituents need
improved, faster and more reliable service. As a resident, I would love
the opportunity to get over to the University of Maryland to more easily
see our Lady Terrapins take to the basketball court.

As a small business owner, I want transit options that can get me and
my employees to work and to meetings on time.

Whether it's revitalizing our communities, improving our transit network,



alleviating traffic or promoting economic development, we need to invest
in east/west travel. A light rail purple line will bring us the best return on
that investment. It's time to build the purple line and it's time to build it
now. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Let me say a few words. Thank you for holding the hearing. I appreciate
it and thanks for everyone coming out today.

When it comes to transportation we need not only change how we do
business but we need to change how we get to business. And clearly,
not having mass transportation makes it more difficult for people to get
to work, to have more time to spend with their family.

As part of the culture change we need in the Metropolitan Area, we need
to improve the east-west highway transportation. I have to get on the
Beltway, as many people here do, we see numerous cars of one person
traveling from east-to-west filling up the Beltway, polluting our air,
emitting CO2 into the air, adding additional cost to the State and Federal
Government for cleaning up that pollution and making it more difficult for
our business owners to be able to rely on their workforce.

It makes economic sense, it makes environmental sense, and it follows
through on the whole concept of Smart Growth, as you know so well.
You need to have a transportation infrastructure where you have people
and where you have businesses.

More specifically in terms of the Purple Line, it's going to benefit
students from Montgomery County for example, coming to College Park
where they don't have to get in their car. It's going to reduce the cost for
building parking garages at the campus which is going to cost students
money in their tuition. Its going to cost the State money.

It's going to increase, potentially, commercial development along
Langley Park, the east-west corridor inside the Beltway. And also, more
importantly, it's going to open up businesses in Prince George's County.

A lot of the transportation now is from east to west, I think if there is
reliable transportation, a Purple Line, it's going to increase the
opportunities for more businesses. Larger developments along Metro
stops in New Carrollton, College Park, M Squared brings people from
west-to-east as well which is going to increase the economic
development for our own county here.

Years ago, 30 or 40 years ago, they decided not to put a Metro stop on
the College Park Campus and we can discuss that. I don't know if
they're here, they choose not to put a stop there. We think it was a bad
decision.

Now College Park and the University of Maryland are on-board. We're
still working the alignment, as you know and I think we're close. But I
think they have to start making the right judgments now before it's too
late.

I have looked at this every which way and there is no logical reason not
to have the Purple Line as it is. Clearly there's opposition. You've got the
Country Club set in Montgomery County who is afraid it's going to hurt
the fairway of the 4th or 5th holes. That can be overlooked. I think we
can deal with that.

The people in my District all say it's vital, it's important, it makes sense,
I've been advocating for this for 15 years. I think it's the right thing to do.
I strongly encourage the adoption of it so we can get in the queue with
the Federal Government by springtime and get it funded.

Two small items in terms of the alignment. Getting more specific and I've
shared this, coming from east-to-west, the Kenilworth Avenue area is a
fairly major intersection between the east-west highway and Kenilworth



Avenue. I know initially there were two options.

One was tunneling, which is very expensive and one was at-grade which
unfortunately, would add to the backup at that intersection. I've
suggested to Michael and to the Secretary the idea of the flyover.

I know it might not be as aesthetically pleasing. There may be some
frontage area on Kenilworth Avenue as it lies across but I think we all
understand this is a very expensive project. The less tunneling we do the
more likely it's going to pass and come to fruition.

At the same time, we don't want to inconvenience people. The idea of
Mass Transit is to improve transportation. You don't want to make it a
liability. So I've suggested and encouraged reviewing the concept of a
flyover, heading west and then turning north onto Kenilworth Avenue.

As the State Senator who represents the 22nd District, which is the
eastern most terminus from New Carrollton through Riverdale Park and
Riverdale through Adelphi, I strongly support this. I encourage it.

There's still a few minor tweaks. We need to get everything aligned
literally and figuratively as soon as possible. It's an expensive project,
1.5 billion. We're going to have to match it. We want to get on target and
get that federal money as soon as possible.

So I hope you take this to the rest of the appropriate officials. And again
thank you and the audience for participating and supporting this project.
Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Thank you very much. Jamie Raskin, J-A-M-I-E, Raskin, R-A-S-K-I-N.
I'm the State Senator for Silver Spring and Takoma Park.

When I was a kid, the Metro was built and I remember the absolute thrill
I experienced traveling on it, exploring parts of the community I had
never seen before, getting to places on my own, visiting friends.

As I have gotten older, I have only come to appreciate more the
extraordinary vision of the people and the public officials in the great
society who had the foresight to see the demographic and economic
changes that were headed our way and to prepare for them in advance.

We too need to show the vision and the courage to invest in the purple
line rail option for ourselves and for future generations.

A great and vibrant metropolitan area like ours needs great public
transportation. That means not only transit routes that connect towns
and suburbs to the city core which is what the first designers of the
Metro did, but transit routes that connect the suburbs and towns outside
of this city to each other.

Much of our movement is people in this county and Prince Georges is
east/west as well as north/south. It now takes a ridiculous amount of
time on public transportation to get from Silver Spring or Takoma park to
Bethesda on the Metro or from Bethesda to College park.

It makes no sense and it forces people back into their cars which makes
our traffic situation surreal and undermines our efforts to fight global
warming.

The purple line will connect us in Montgomery and Prince Georges,
including the University of Maryland in a convenient way. It improves the
speed of travel and reduces the enormous frustration that comes from
endless traffic congestion.

Wouldn't it be a dramatic change to be able to get through Silver Spring
to Bethesda in 10 minutes, from Bethesda to College park in just over a
half hour?

The purple line offers us, it offers moms and dads and kids and college
students a way to get out of their cars and out of the traffic and into
neighborhood community and college activities without all the hassle
and through an environmentally conscious mode of transportation.

After a period nationally in which not millions, not billions, but trillions of
dollars have been squandered on aggressive war and on the seemingly
never ending bailout of Wall Street, it is time to reinvest in America.

That means reinvesting in public things. The purple line represents for
us here in Montgomery County a reinvestment in our common quality of
life.

Ever since Rosa Parks stood up by sitting down and Dr. King led the
Montgomery bus boycott, mass transit has been a civil rights issue.
Today it is also an issue about the environment and our commitment to
protect the quality of life for future generations.

Transportation projects of any type or size are complicated, but we have
to fear for our future if we do nothing now to deal with extraordinary
transportation pressures which are only getting worse.

The devil often lies in the details of course when we commit ourselves to



a transportation project and we should do everything that we reasonably
can to mitigate the impact of construction on neighborhoods that are
most directly affected.

Although the benefits of the new project will be widely shared and
diffused among all of us, some of the burdens may be concentrated in
relatively tiny numbers of people, so we must be certain to work carefully
to accommodate the legitimate concerns that people have and to make
the project as community friendly as we can.

But let us stand together and let us stand strongly for the purple line. It
offers us the right way to increase our mobility, center our development
and renew the quality of life in our communities for generations to come.
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Submission Content/Notes : My first name is Jim and my last name is Rosapepe, R-O-S-A- P-E-P-E.

I'm the state senator who represents District 21 in which we are all here
this evening. We appreciate your coming here for this presentation and
for this hearing.

I know my colleague, Delegate Frush, spoke earlier. I'm here speaking
on my own behalf as well as on behalf of my constituents and my
colleagues in the delegation, Delegates Ben Barnes and Josh and Pena
Millick.

This is an extremely important project for the region, but it is also an
extremely important project for this district and this community.

Obviously since it will connect the green line with the circumferential
route here in College Park, this is one ground zero for the purple line
which is extremely important to the future of this community and to the
future of the University of Maryland.

It's also important though for our constituents in Beltsville and Laurel
because between Marc bus service green line, they will have access to
much more cost effective and appropriate transportation when the purple
line is built.

We understand that outside of College Park there are a number of route
issues which are not within our jurisdiction. As everyone knows, there
has been a significant alignment issue on the College Park campus
which I gather is being resolved, very good work by the university and
very good work by the MTA.

We want to make sure that that comes to fruition. We don't want any
delay in moving forward on the purple line.

Last year during the legislative special session, the delegates and I
made very clear that our support for the Governor's transportation
package was conditioned on the state's continued support for moving
ahead on the purple line.

The state share for the engineering phase in fact in the transportation,
the six year budget despite the economic problems caused by the
international financial crisis and by the speculative gyrations of gasoline
prices this summer. Revenue has obviously gone down for the
Transportation trust fund, but Governor O'Malley to his credit has stuck
with the priority for the purple line which we all think is extremely
important.

I would just say this, that there will be an inclination to say we can't take
on big projects now. We can't move forward on long-term priorities
because of the state's budget situation, because of the federal budget
situation.

I would say exactly the reverse, that very frankly with President Elect
Obama's commitment to restart this economy as well as his commitment
to move forward on alternatives to imported oil and imported energy, the
purple line should pick up momentum, not lose momentum over the next
year.

The fact of the matter is that the federal commitment should increase,
the federal government as part of its economic stimulus package should
include significant investment in transportation.

When the federal government, as it should, passes a federal cap and



trade policy to fight global warming, a substantial piece of that should go
towards mass transit for projects like the purple line.

The reality is the purple line is a job creator and an energy saver. On
behalf of my constituents, I'm just here to very strongly support it. We
want to get this show on the rails as soon as possible. Thank you very
much.
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Submission Content/Notes : My name's Scott Tsikerdanos, and I'm here on behalf of my boss,
Senator Richard Matalino. I'll spell my name, S-C-O-T-T, T- S-I-K-E-R-
D-A-N-O-S. He's actually at a hearing this evening and coincidentally,
they're actually hearing about the drop in transportation revenues that
support state programs. They are currently reporting that the 6 year
transportation revenue forecast is overstated by 2.5 billion dollars or
roughly percent. So, here is his statement. During the course of my 20
years in and around the General Assembly, I have seen and heard all of
the arguments for and against the Purple Line. After many years of
discussion, planning and community outreach, I still have very serious
reservations about this project, from a fiscal standpoint, from an
operational standpoint, and with regards to the effects it will have on the
communities in our region.

Quite frankly, the state does not have the resources to pay for any of the
bus rapid transit or light rail transit options. Over the past decade, the
only major new construction projects the state has moved forward with
have been funded primarily with toll-backed revenue bonds. There are
no alternative funding mechanisms available for this project.

As a member of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee, I feel
confident in reporting that no new revenue options appear politically
feasible in the foreseeable future.

Because there are, at best, limited state funds available for this project,
the DEIS assumes a local contribution but does not suggest what shape
or size that it may be. I think it is irresponsible for the state to propose
this project without informing either local county government of what its
share might be.

I would also note that no local government in the Baltimore region has
been asked to make a direct contribution towards the construction or
maintenance of their light rail system. Questions about the state's ability
to pay a loan should prevent the Federal Transit Administration from
allowing this project to move forward.

The communities that will be impacted by this project, in whatever form it
takes, will also undoubtably be changed forever. As a frequent patron
and supporter of the Capitol Crescent Trail, I am disturbed by the
potential impact the light rail line would have on this tract of park land.

MTA has provided many artists renderings of what the trail would look
like with the rail-line but has avoided the most glaring part of this
equation. Most of the trees and the accompanying tree canopy would
have to be removed to accommodate a large set of wires. The trail
would never be the same and would never be able to thrive as it does
now.

Personally, I find MTA's comments about the trail highly disingenuous.
The construction of the LRT alternatives would devastate the trail. It is
clear that light rail and heave forestation do not work well together.

Ironically, today's Baltimore Sun reports that the northern half of the
Baltimore light rail system has been shut down indefinitely, as fallen
leaves are creating unsafe conditions on the tracks. The Sun reports that
this problem is on the section of the trail that "follows a narrow, old
railroad right-of-way along the Jones Fall Expressway through forested
parkland". The same design problems exist here.

To limit potential tree and leaf damage to both the overhead wires and
tracks, MTA will have to continually trim the trees that border the right-of-
way. A once green and enjoyable park facility will be irreparably



destroyed.

While this point alone may not be reason enough to stop the LRT or
BRT alternatives, the government should be up front with the citizens
about the impact of this decision. Trivializing the impacts along the trail
has done immeasurable harm to the reputation of this proposed project.

With little chance to expand on the current heavy rail system, I think it is
clear that buses are the future of transit expansion in this metropolitan
region. While the state includes new and denser development as a
potential benefit of the LRT alternatives, there's no guarantee any of this
development would occur. Decades after opening, many of the existing
metro stations lack new or dense development. Building it will not, as
they say, ensure that they will come.

Greatly improved and expanded bus service will best serve the
development and commuter patterns of our region. On this point, I would
note that the TSM alternative provides more than a third of the benefit
with less than a tenth of the cost of the high investment LRT.

For decades, we have overlooked and under-invested in bus transit in
our region. With roughly half of the cost of the state share and the LRT
alternatives, we can probably divert more single occupancy vehicle trips
than estimated in the DEIS.

My colleagues and I have focused too much time and attention on high
profile potential rail projects and not enough on sensible bus
improvements. An investment in new vehicles and new technology can
make buses much more attractive to commuters. We need to expand
bus transit into less dense existing and growing communities outside the
beltway more than we need to sink billions into transit to support a
dream-like vision of future high density communities.

In the headquarters of the Baltimore Jewish charities is a sign
proclaiming: our parents built for us, we build for our children. This
sentiment briefly but profoundly summarizes the feelings most of us
have about our wonderful community and region. We were granted a
world class subway system by our farsighted parents, the leaders and
activists of the 1950's, 60's and 70's. We now wish to leave our children
with a similar legacy. While many understandably believe this Purple
Line proposal is worthy of this goal, I believe it has too many
shortcomings, too many unanswered questions, and too many optimistic
assumptions to move forward. In the end I fear its only legacy will be at
one more unpaid bill left to our children. Instead, we should leave them a
flexible, efficient, user-friendly and affordable bus network that can more
easily adjust to future needs and challenges. Thank you.
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